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The life and career of Richard Bartels covers many levels and natures of education.  A native of Brooklyn, New York, Richard attended military dependent and public schools in Japan, Okinawa, Pennsylvania and Texas.  He earned a bachelor’s degree from the University of Tampa, and a master’s degree from the University of South Florida, where he also earned a certification in Educational Leadership.

Richard spent 14 years teaching Social Studies courses in Hillsborough County Public Schools before being appointed the Dean of Students at East Bay High School in 1984.  He was selected to be the first Assistant Principal for Curriculum at Bloomingdale High School and then transferred to King High School to serve as principal.  Under his leadership, the school: raised its grade from “C” to “A” in 2001, experienced an increase in student attendance from 86% to 93%, and increased the enrollment in the IB program with 78% of graduates earning an IB diploma.

In 2002 Richard moved to Freedom High School to serve as the charter principal.  His accomplishments in this role include: an increased school grade from “B” to “A” in 2008, and a total of $10 million awarded in academic, athletic, and Performing Arts scholarships.  In 2005 he was named the Outstanding High School Principal of the Year by the Hillsborough County Council of PTA-PTSA.

Richard’s son, a practicing attorney in Orlando, is a graduate of Bloomingdale High School.  Nancy Bartels Middle Schools was named in memory of his late wife of 33 years in 2005.  Richard now lives in Hillsborough County with his wife Karen Marcos, a retired Hillsborough County teacher.
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