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How will you help schools engage the parents and community to ensure school quality?

Richard Bartels:  I would encourage our parents to become totally involved in their child's education. Join the PTA/PTSA, attend open house & conference nights, utilize Edline, support & feel comfortable in communicating with our teachers, as well as join the booster clubs.
Jennifer Faliero:  Being available through multiple media sources, (Facebook, Twitter, email).  Meeting face-to-face with people.  Continuous involvement with civic groups. Growing business partnerships to help us meet the unfunded needs of the school system. We all need each other to have a vital, sustainable community.
April Griffin:  One example is Sulphur Springs Elementary. Community Partnerships have transformed a school facility into an active learning center used by students and families of the school. The overall well being of the family and the neighborhood are linked to student success and vitality of the community, and has made a D school a B school in one year.
Sally Harris:  This is my main platform for running. I want to see parental involvement improved. I would first provide surveys open through the school website on all the tough topics. Find out what the parents want. I would suggest area focus meetings once per year before the topic becomes strongly adversary. I would encourage parents on committees.
Frank Hernandez:  The key to understanding consistent parent involvement is through empowerment, reciprocal participation, and most importantly understanding that we need to put in place flexible strategies that work independently for each particular community. Parent involvement strategies need to be at the forefront of every initiative involving student success.
Terry Kemple:  Foremost is find ways to make it easier for parents to become engaged and a variety of methods to encourage them to do so.  As an advocate for children and families in our community, I communicate with thousands of people regularly; in meetings and by phone, email, and newsletter. Many have expressed an interest in helping our children.
Candy Olson:  Parents and community are key partners in student success. We must continue to work with organizations like the Education Foundation and SERVE (school volunteers) as well as groups with expertise in the arts, community service, sports, and the like. We must also work with other governments to maximize our results while wisely using tax dollars.
Stacy White:  School Board members can play a vital role as a liaison to bring school personnel, parents, and the community together. A School Board member can accomplish this by being engaged in community activities, making school visits, and listening to the voice of parents by such means as town hall meetings.
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